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A GAMBOLING ELEPHANT made histo ry in Allendale some years ago when he escaped circus hand· 
lers and unhinged an old toll house from its moorings. 
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Allcndak's Firs! Trollev. Allrndalc, N. J. 
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Elcphan t Ki~ks 
Old Toll House 
From Foundation 

ALLENDALE-The fame of th e 
old toll house once located on the 
corner of Crescent Avenue and 
Franklin Turnpike is due in part 
to its location on what was then 
the Albany Post Road charted as 
a toll road in 1806. 

By far its greatest notoriety 
stems from the fact that a t some 
t ime in the 19th centu ry it became 
known as "the house the elephant 
kicked over." 

The story as handed down fro m 
older residents is that an elephant 
from a passing circus became en­
tangled in the toll chain attached 
to the building. Result-the ele­
phan t pulled and down came a 
section of the house. 

The building was later . moved 
furth er along the tu rnpike and 
finall y razed soine years a_go . 


