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If you promi c not t tell an Cine. I'll 
tell ou about a delightful place lo watch 
bird .. lt"i. in Alh:ndale. We' c all heard 
the h rn r t:tlcs about national parks 
cing 1mmpkd hy hordc~ of people ::ind 

you wouldn't ant 10 be responsible 
~hould Lhis hapJ n here. would yo u? So. 
assuming you've nosscd y( t1r heart and 
hoi cd I< lie. I'll di. clme the de rails so 
1h::11 ro 11 alone c<1 n v is it thi s b ird 
~an tL;a ry. Arid remembe r, 1hi. is j ust 
between Lhc two nf u. If" you en ounler 
so111eone n the trail. don' t let n that I 
was the ()ra: 10 clivulg this wel l- kept 
birding s TCI. 

In 198 1 the borough of All ndal e 
acquired a ~L ty -a re p, reel f black 
earth ell.ind~. , ince then. un uddi tic na l 
1wcn1 -~c en acre~ wer· hi.lined from 
n ighhl•ring propcn own ·ri. and clc en 
;i res ,. ill ,11on be adJ c.J fr m 1he 
uc.Jj1 ining najor ar111. ( c 111ap.) qui ­
:-.iti 1n pf 1hc ckry ::irm \ a~ made 

o~sihle h the C\ Jcr. cy on:-ervation 
Fe und,uion. The bought lh pr pcrty 
:tnd held it until the town cou ld arrange 
~ r rcpurch,t!-.C ~ ith fu nLb frnm 1:w 
Jcr~ y·s ,rcen Acre~ Pro •ram. 

When titl r,a,~cd from the cnn~erva­
tion undatron lo th~ I wn. Mayor 
Edw.inl it 1.Pa1rick. who was instru­
me nta l in hringing thi s all abou t. 
au thorized 1h rykc aturc Associa tion 
(f A ) lo be rc · po n · ible I' r th e 
ucve lop111 en1 nf the land as a n::iturc 
preserve. He uls11 appo inted me to be the 
park ' n w nwr"h warden . in<." then. 
the a .. oci:Hit n hn . insrnllcd 11 mi le and a 
4uarter nature trail and h:ii- c ns1ructed 
ob crva1ion p latf< rm • brid e._, und 
board alk~. IL h,I', ab engaged in a 
number rt ther pmjc t . ~ me . uc e s­
ful. : m 111H . Th rn:1d duck nc. ting­

pr gram i one o 1hc ~ucccs..,e». 
u. e!> wen.: erected and they· e 

ccn in u,t: fc,r m;1n car!.. The 're 
cleaned. rcpairctl. and r pleni,h d \ ith 
fresh sawduq ca h inter. This is the 
b . t time for main1 nan e bccau~ 11 s 
ca . to r •a<.:h them fr m the ice. 
Although one \ inter I fell through the 
ice and wa~ av <l y my c1 mpani ns 
John Br thcrtt n tmd Mike rnnl7_ Both 
seem Lo think I .,h uld be ore er gra te(ul 
ror thi . . en th ug h th incide nt 
happe ned years ago. I there no st.1 tu1e of 
lim ita ti on fur 1hi . . n of th ing? 

Our o ngoing trc swal low nestin g 
ex periment is quit rcvtiluti nary. It wa. 
found th at b ird houses placed at th e 
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One 1\( tht• Cdrry Funn\ ·1111111p1•rcd "' ph,•fl.<rml .. 

Celery Farm \ er· in ariahl_ U!-.cd b 
" Bully. the ng li , h Sparr \. :· But. it , '" 
noted tha1 tree ),wall 1w), succcs.,rullv 
rniscd young. without interference. in ;t 
1hrce-inch pipe 1h,11 ~tuck I u1 or the 
marsh. Consc4ue11ll . we erected cigh1 
m re pipes and the S\ a ll ows lnve them . 
F011unate ly. " Bully'' doesn't. Th pi J cs 
arc plugged about seven in h •. f'rom the 
entrance. ·o that Lhc bird ), d m'1 slip down 
int 1he water. and a " ladtlcr" or quuner­
inch hardware cloth i placed in the tube 
t facilitate c iL and entry. The nc~ting 
part of the pipe i - cith1:r horizontal or a t 
• , 45 -degree angle. dmi11 dly. the 1uhc, 
aren't a11racti c. hut 1hcy'rc much more 

ractical and 1 ngcr la~1ing than 01xlen 
h u e . 

Our at empt 10 rcintrodu c 1hc ring ­
necked phea. ant to the clc arm ha'> 
me1 with comparalivc ucccs,;. ft ·r a 
male wa found in the phrai;mitic), in 
1991. e purcha d and r leas cJ s 1mc 
hen and they· c nccJgccJ 1wen1 -one 
you ng so far. und, ror 1hi were 
pr vided y . e eral philunthr 1pic.il 
individuals . The hca),ant In k j), 
::id miltedly P<lmpercd. ecd, donated J 

Wild Bird Market Place of Midi .ind Park. 
is rovided during th win t r l nitl 
~u rvi val. Or the bird, 1h a1 i~. not Wild 
Bird Market Place. 

N< w for 1h c fa ilur "· We thou~hl wi.; 
coultl ,\ ttrnct purp le martin~ tci th e: ram, 

,FRl\1 ,0 R~RR ('t,, 

hy erecting a very expcn. ivc h u ·e. But 
th· martins have ignored it even after we 
pain cd it rurple. I don' t believe the cat 
a thousand mosquitoes a day. anyway. 
T here. I've said it and I'm glad . 

About si years ago an o. prey pla t­
form wa. in~ta lled with a lmost as much 
fanfare n~ the lwo Jim a flag -raising. On 
one d,1y. one o prey al ighted on the thing 
and consumed one fish . It didn ' t even 
~pend the night. It's not easy being the 
marsh warden. and one thing you fi nd 
( ut quickly i!. that bird. di. play li11lc 
grn1i1utlc . 

F. cry yea r F 1 A invit e · the public ll 
itnc~), 1hc autumnal speclac: le f 

hundred f watcrf , I n inc in 10 the 
clc • m, a· darkn ·. de 'c ncl . This 

event pr id · ~u. tcnan c and :o ializing 
for both panic . . The nights ·tart in late 

ugu I ,md C(lMti nue un1il winter. Fr rn 
the number r arr \ head ~ und al the 
form. il's almo. l certain that mern er. f 
the cni-Lenape Indian tribe kne f 
thi~ convocation or due ~ and gc e. to 

tota l or 225 pecie. of birds have 
he n recorded a t the farm . Thi · pa. t 
spring Charlie Mayhood and hi ew 
Jer. cy Audubon World Series group aw 
or heard 70 in one morning! A few of the 
mor unusual bird found over the years 
(i n no particular order) are: ye ll w­
hea d ed b lac kbird ye llow-thro o led 
warb ler. northern . hrik e (every ew 
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yeurs), grea t corm ranr (s ummer or 
1994), Wil n phalarope. bla · k and 
k ing rail:. (whi h po " ibl ni:~rcd). ant.I 
pro1h n tary \ arbler and barn owl 
(whi h diun'1). J:.inu · ry i a g od 1im • 10 
ob-crvc irginia rail · here. ., man as 
s en ha e be n ~ccn at one 1iml' along 
the n rthcrn tra il, u ually nc:ir "Pink 
Pouy Bridge." Laic aftcrn n i 1he be!.t 
iewing rime. 

If you i ·it 1hc arm in rnid-
May, 1hc dawn h rus will include 1he 
fit.-bew of the illo tly .itchc!r um.I the 
rollicking purple linch-like o ng of the 
or hard oriole. If your he,11ing i · a u11::, 
you rnay heur 1he low. rnpid doo-doo­
doo of a m.ile leas1 biuem. nc you're 
• ure 10 he:ir is 1he warbling vireo. I I si ng 
1he e mire spring and sumn er I ng. A ~ an 
aid to r c •ni 1ion, Gordon c:h u llze, 
Lo rrime r a n tuury d irt:c tor, h.is put its 
rapid song LO words as: " !' II ~ e yuu a nd 
se ize yuu ant.I sq uccz yo u t ill yuu 
quirt ." 

While I n 1he ~uhjec:1 of h :,ring, are 
you aware of. hull :t.c' · Parado - when 
a s n i~ rc ogni1.ed, 1h · biru will be 
lo er 1han i1 w ukl ha c b t:n in n.: ' · 

youth? me1hing like 1h JL. Thi · applies 
10 ARP memb.:r on ly. 

rom time lO 1imc. u ually in lalC 
· um mer r e . rl fall, e .:rul of u 
engagt: in hat we all ·· n H ur n 1hc 
T er." Wha1 c d I e 
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on the ti ftecn -fou1 Pirie pla1fon11 1 SI.! 
h w many bird,. w can · 'e :ind h.:a 
during a si 1y-minu1e period. The rcconl. 
1 date. wu attainell n 1hc morn in• o 
September I 90, hi:n harl i' 
hood , Gordon ' hullLC, ant.I I lo •ged 
fony-1\ p ic:.. m bad hen nc 
con ·iders 1ha1 1v.,u f u · art: legally tkai' 
and 1ha1 I had a h:rn a er. nc da 
wht:n J didn·1. ha rlie und I ~a u 
peregrine fol 011 11 b 1hc 1owa and 
. eize a gre n- wingcd 1 · al! 

The 1r:i il-, .11 th.: clc ry arp, ar· 
ma i111aint:d b Ken Appd, John and Pat 
13ro 1henun, the \ urdcn. und mh.:r lc<l i­
cu ted member~ of FN . The I wn has 
nn appropriation for the urm; on~c­
qucn 1ly e very1h111g is done by voluntce ·. 
On 1h-: firs t Sa turda y ,)f Apri l, m w if· 
Li lly am.I her G.irbage Girls pick up lht.! 
trash that's uceumulatcd during 1h • yc::a 1·. 

he\ recent ly m>teu 1h;11 there·~ b"cn u 
change in 1hc lirt ·r rs' beer pn.:fcn.:nC!.'. . 
BuJwei~er, in :,pi te of thos-: frog s, i · 
,.Jowly being eu,.cd nu 1 nf tir,.1 plucc by 
1h:11 up:,tan. 1hat ··uncommonly ·mo 1h" 
Rcu Dog. 

J uly inquina, t.:a ·hcr/ lc.:cturi:r/ wrnl'r, 
ha,. ne er been 10 England, but , hen ,.he 
v1 11 thl..'. form :,h\; ha 1he f..:din • 1ha1 i1 
must bi: cry mu h lik.: 1hu1 bc:::1u11 ul 
.:11un1ry. nd 11 i:. .. ·' ii you dun't f.:d 
1he -.amc ht:n }UU walk thi: ir:1il ,11 mg 
th· llcndalc Brool,.. . 
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Th.:re urc a couple or ways 10 visi t the 
elery Furn1. One i · 1 c mac 1 Gordon 
c hul 1zc or Leslie D iCola at Lonimcr 

Sun ·Iuury in ranklin Lake · (20 I - 1-
2 1 5). L rrimer ha 1hre· guided pring 
1rip , anJ y u·re el c me 10 join them. 
But if you d like I do i1 on your wn, 
her · · ho\ 10 get 1here: Tra d n rth 7 _ 
mile · on Roule 17. from Garden S1a1c 
Park a c il 163, 10 1h llcndale e it. 
Pro eel.I we · 1 ard on llendalc 
A l.!nu for 1.0 mile lo Franklin Turn ­
pike. Turn right {nonh) anc.1 drive 0.2 
mile - 10 a ·mall marked p,1rking 101 on 
lh righ1. This is three house pas, 

0 11age Place. W.i lk the 1rnil coun1cr­
lock wise in the morning and the mher 

way around in 1he .1f1ernoon. For 1l1c 
Ang I phi le. re..id a m ick)c kwise. I forg 1 

why we do i1 thi.s way, b ut the re's :1 
perfectly logica l reason. 

W hen Ric h ard Pou g h , 1.he g rea t 
·onscrvationis1 and orni1hologis1, sa\ the 

·lcry Farm long before i t wu · 
pur ·ha s-:u by lhc b roug h , he C Ill · 

menl ·d tha t ••jf it .ould bi:- pres~rvcJ. the 
nu1ur.: d ub uld ha .: u rc:a ·on ~ r 
bi.:in ,_" Huw fonuna1e is 10 have 
bcc::n a~1,.cd by 1h e ,own lu o crs · 
manug ·men! of 1hi · eighty- e cn acre 
1rcu ·ure. u alone are in i1eu 10 look i 1 
11 er. But Jon'1 f reel. mum' 1h.: rd. 

- tile Thoma 
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