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Finis was written today to another chapier in West Bergen his-
tory when workmen tore down ihe old Toll Gale Heuse on Franklin
Turnpike, Aliendzale. The buliding has stood, as shown above, for |
mwor2 than a century an< 2 guartier,

Built in 1801 to Take Fees_ From D:-.'i\'erz;_ on Dusty
I'ranklin Turnpike, Toll House Is Razed Loday

Last resoundings of a wrecker’s bar and cleaver t-hisl
morning spelled the final chapter of the life of one of North-
west Bergen’s landmarks, the old Toll Gate House, Franklin
Turnpike, Allendale, forlorn survivor of the day of the stage
coach and post road. Declared a danger tc public life and
property by Fire Chief George Megnin, the old building was
ordered torn down by Building Inspector Raymond P. Arli
througlhh the owners, thie cutate of- thoe late IIllen Htorm,

| SERVED 85 YEARS

What a story ithe old structure
could tell of the life tha! has passed
l«fore it up and down Hin nid turhs-

one of the elephani: jaciged the
huilding,

e structuwre has tilen s lasl
Jnourete faots of who the toll-

nilig—a gtory even (0L Glinak K he tr
ol ;.c Alliagnie cun only recon- | Feiers werd arg no louger BvRilebic.

To cven thie oldesy Atlendanle yesident
the olory of Lol gate hows is “an-
clent, istory”  But o all, the hill up
Lthe turnpihe to Remsey will continue
16 b known s Toll Gate FHI and e
ruing of the old brick Ioundabion wiil
} perpetuate {ts memory,

ptroet fn part s memorles fade and
prinann who could Tanember the doy
Wwiinn ol were eollectid have loag
W b,
frea Lhbiding wis erected In
Wik Frankin Turaplke was
wtad pna opeded oy 5 Wl voad.
Lottre v gt the toll gate and
yo wamd Tor that purpnoss forr edghly-
unidl spertly ailer the come

oy
'R

turapike, incldentelly, was
afier Govarna: Franklin, last
colonial governors of tlwe Jer-
and a son of Benjawdn Frank-

thees cariy d

vs staga coaclins
i sunbling ox-cvawit  produce
Iwagens mads their way up and down
the pilte, which then wound through |
! 2Mendale centar severzl hiundred fect |

'toof the presctity highway of t.mi

e name, Horwed, {resh from the

waange mads ab the old in end
1y t by Bampers in Waldwick,

had a long, steady pull fromi Allene
dals vp the hlll to where they could |
rest while ths driver exchznged wortis
e gate~hcuse leeper.
| But inn thoss deoys, just 2& todey, |
| folx were weni to evade paving Just]
dues, and before long trvaific started
to siealr arcund through tiie oid Pat~ i
erson road, now Creacent Avenue, and |
enter the Lurnpilke a few feet above
thc gate Louse. To stop whis, thel
gete was for a tline moved several |
thousand feet north to an old build-:
ing that now stands as an antique
ahop.
DMIOVED TUREE TINES

Three ticmes the old gate house was
moved g3 the highiway broadened and
Crescent Avenuc pacanie & County
Way
Back in 763, lonig afisr the highway
wac nwls & free public thoroughfare, |
Chiarles K. Cliristorher purchaszd the .
buildling and grounds from Jobn Van |
Horn. Christoplier there ralsed a
family, inciuding a daughter, Kate,
ber in the house, who lives on Mial-
linzon Sireet, Allendalz, ‘The place
was later cold to Garrett Ablenls, whe

1eventually cold for $500 the point of
fand anud building to Mxs. Elen

Stornis.
Mrs. Storms bulé an additlen to the
. piace and for years mude it a parte
; tins restdence. At one tinis she cou-
tducted @ anall zrocery and confece
| Uonery, Later -~ rrided herself own
er collection « nes. A ardent;
ccilector, she v soumulate a host
of old erticiec end then, tiring of
I 'them, oifer them for sele, and begin
2galit 2 new coliection.
| During her time the wlace v.as also
. occupled ¥y her granddaughter and
| iusband, Mr, and NMrs. Fred IHoster,
whe Jor & tine Hved i the mek: pore
tron until they nurchagsed thelr pros- !
ent property weavby fvem the ovige
inal strip. 1
! ‘or @ ong stretch the place wan ocv |
by niany faundios whe esme
L wWilish g st any fenfatls hoyssg

AP, BTaay lwge orleve b
| pavchaes e peoperty for buwinees
Courposes head o e celased by My,

s Beeaitse bhe Jocsl sonhiny ona!
preed it oo vosldential zone
ceth b podperty went to
e five poandchiildren anud is beiig
l lield 13 estibe,

ymnes
Upon e ¢

|, made laier that month.

ve LATES I

Time wore on the vacsnn slrnct
and soon pranks of vaksing you
Hook many of the widow paes, o
shorddy  before midnigly,

June 1%

fire.

Allendale
sgracture,

: fireraein wyv2
B and upor collest
, instrancs monsy the helrs
use it to repaiv the buildivg and
put a fawmily in at alnost no renmy
]};eep the place frem being vacant.
! At that time ann ef o

] made by Di. C. ¥ N
‘1of the Arciier Memorial 3. . iy
rand by the local pa

a lo-
~‘al organ:.amon_ formed {o purchase
L:12 Dropelty end pieservée it as an

v : Al-
«Lidale historical muscun.
lorts failed.
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1533, the 1eamr of tie place wwaug gob

ei- |

Sepb. 5 another midnight fire, |

decliared, incendiary, pub the place in |

[ =C sad a state that it wos bevond vo-
puir. Again on election uiz:

| vember, A&llendale poiier Llarc of
lplans of vouths to iire ths st:ucture
ard thwarted them. The Iire chie’ &

freconmendsiisn  for  removel

Oone reminiscence vecalled by Mrs.
fxoster was of a nwmn whe o zoveral
L ver ago stopped Ns sy, logied
al, the old place, snd langbing, de-

clared, Wiy, this is the Lpyse th
elephiznt pushed off 1ts formdaion.

liwg on
ie accicdent,

It seems a cirels was tras
turnpike and tarough so
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