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. . • All,endale - Life in the Allendale of 60 years ago was 
~ ~escribed as. the. berries. !·most of the present borough 1 from 

• LEADING BoROUGH , the Lenni Lenape Indians in 1740, · 
llrawberries four to six boxcar- · There- ·was no ·government of 
~.a ,day ~vhig th~ Etje . 1,tail any k!nd _until ~793, when. the area 
road 1;tatio11 thto11ghout the mont1t:was .. mclude<t · m Franklm Towrt· 
ef .lupe, ~e the young Boroqghi ~hip; .As •the··area w~s b.r?ken up 
ne oUhe leading strjlwberrY. ~n-li11to smaller., .-m11.nlc1pahtles ~he 
~- in the East. . · . · ; · · land now occupied by Allendale 
; Xvery farmhouse in the Borough became part of Ho•Ho-Kus Town­
W an extra room or · an adjoin- ship in 1848 and Orvil Township 
Jng cottage. for an .itinerant .berry in 1885. ' . 
Picker or bis. family. The going 1 The '.P.aterson · and i · Ramapo 
rate for berry plc~ing was 1 ,cent, I Railroad was surveyed m 1847 and 
~ · basket plus living accommoda-. built through in 1850 and .the tiny 
tiqm. . l: community took its name from 

.Mter the c'o~ oJ the berry sea. 1 the man in charge of this project, 
11m in 'Jul.Y, ·. the "Boarders'' ·, Colonel William C. Allen. · 
abptgiet woit1d, go out on the gatep One of the first acts of.the new 
PQata .of the farmhouses along 1 Borough after its incorporation 1 

Fr.aa;iklhl Turnpike .and Saddle :\ was the erection of a: new school 
River ·ttoad · and the town was j1at Yranklin . Turnpike and 'west ! 
ready to .. ~e. its place .as a SUIJ!··1' Allendale Avenue in 1895 to replace 
mer ref()rt for New . Yorkers until the' 1-roorn school built in 1824 at 
tlte .extra roo?DS were needed to jchestnut Street and the turnpike. 
house apple tncker~ in the fall. I The . establishment f . bl! 

· The Village Improvement Asso- 1 • . • · · 0 a pu c 
elation beaded . by Albert L. Za· ihbrary m 1900 marked the. start of 
"-'-w.. eel "" . , ,an e~a of development which con· 
"'""~ promot ~":~dale~ sum~ itinued sporadically until the de· 

·mer l>fferings · - ;-~_iking, fishing, iPressidn of 1930. That same year a 
swimming and · tenms. . and drew 1contract was closed with · the 
." ~y as '10()'.vacatiomsts at the R6ckland Electric · Company to 
height of the s~son, almost d~ubl· erect and maintain · a pole line in 
Ing ·the B<>rough a ye~ _round P0P: the streets to replace tbe ·oil lamps 
ulation of .f50; . · · .. . . 

, . END OF ERA ,, · .. Conservative taxpay~rs manage 
Allendale's status as an agricul· to OV(\rrul~ a growmg . demand 

tural center was ended around 1900 for a public water supply until 
by the very railroad which had or- ~eri~s of disas~rous . fires culminat 
lginally nurtured it. Faster service mg. ~n the . Christmas blaze . of 190 

. and reduced rates enabled the New wh.1c~ completely destroyed tw 
, York markets ·I:<> buy more profit- ?ml~mgs, and brought a ,full real 

ably from propuce centers further 1zatl<?U of~ the · Borough & Wate 
. north. . . . . . needs. · . . 

lt bad .been the Village Impr'ov~· A water system was installed 
ment i\s~odati~~ -,which --;~ pri• f and water . pumped from Ramsey 
marily responsible for Allendale's I by the Moun.t . ~rospect Water 
first stretch of macadamized· road i Company star~mg m 1914 a11d the 
and sidewalk in 1890 as well as the I Borou~h built its ow;n water. supply 
!gstallatlon of 13 oil streetlamps in ~!ant ID 19~0. Public. Service gas. 
the business center about the · lmes were 1Dstalled m 1925 after 
time. " · , · · ·· same a. 10-year legal _battle to have 

, 'Th · v· y A' 1 · · _servi<:e extended into nortl1west 
e : . . ·: a s~ sparked the Bergen, · , 

commumty SPll'lt which . was large- " · · 1 · · · ·. · , 
ly responsible for the .incorporation . First . aw e_nforcement _agency 
'!(,UM! Borough.in 1894,. following a ; m. t~e Borough came ~1th the ! 
bitter conlrovetsf over the location , appou~tmen~ c;if an unpaid poli~e 
of . a: ~roposed . ;school in Orvil co!Dm1ttee ID 1!)14, .succ:eeded., by a 
Township, of whlc;b Allendale ·was p;ud ,marshaJ in 1919. More men 
then a part. ; , -~ . have been adde!i ~hro.ulh . the 

·· -- · · years · ' 
When the _Tow.bshlp Coµimittee · ·· • ' · ' ·. . . . 1 

chose Waldwick. as the site of the '!,he present _Public School was , 
school, the campaign became · ah built on Brookside'. Avenue ln. 1929. 
often .revolt .terminating in the in- Allendale has not radically cha~g­
corporatiqn .of :Ntendale, Ramsey, ed s~e the start of the depress~on 
Saddle River .~orough, and Upper ~ut a belated,· era of p_ost-war build· 
~dsile River o:t Noyember 10, 1894.: mg feems to be getting und~rW8:Y 
T.litJ,hiove left,.Waldwick the only ! today,The Board of Education 1s 
roufajning •. community in", QrviJ '. · cµrrently <;onducting_ a survey ·to 
Tow~ip, · · ,,' ~j.~ . . , . · ; · ·' · ·determi.ne the most desir.able way 
Ln~11!i Jias , ·rt that t,!le ·"'first , I of adding. more classroom space. 

~~Ue resident Pi!' What is now Al·1·. Aµd several developers .Jiave ., siz. •.' 
l!ndale was · a~ Fr.enc):unan whose aple subdivisions either uni:Ier con·: 
id,i;tttity .i•,,.unkn6wn. A •box ofj l!tru.ction·or qn the drawing .boar.WI. 
om!f dating frO~ the sev#!nte!lnth : •• The.,.Ma$1er -Pian adopted. by· the 

c;~~~ was dµg up by a Iaterttes·j Bor.ough . is designe~ . to . · assure. 
1qel) ' ' I.Ji 18Go; :Fii:st known · t esi: 'that : A:llendale remains , 1i,aslcall9 
dentir r~~te ~~· qhn . Lauback;' an, .rural. m~ ch~a~tet .• ~ii<! ~v~te~ 
E gJ , ~rt111ll'.a'nd -fo\\'les Va Ho t.11

1
aim_ ost , e~clusite_lY ·• .~'Mt~en .. t.·i'l 

. tl l m utc1lma1'14'\ \\Fho ' u' h . ! pur~11es . ~· ,,,ft!"'11 , ..,,,.~ , .. :-~ '.; , -.: ! 

ARCHER HALL in 1894. Until 1963, when the church's new 12 room 
education building was completed, all Sunday' school classes were , 
held here. · · · · 

- -~- ·--- . ---~------ ------
ALLENDALE '..'!'A'z.cher Me·m:,;· Part of the money raised in .th~ 

orial Methodist Church was dedi- mid-September drive will go to-
cated in 1876 where it now stands ward renovating the sanctuary's . 
at Franklin Tpke. and Allendal~ flooring, wainscoting and plaster, . 

; Ave. The l:J:r;own and w h it e repainting the walls and providing 1 

' "church at the . crossroads" is new pews. Plans also call for the . 
therefore as old as the world's modernization of Archer Hall, the 

, first telephone, the Dewey Deci- church's fellowship hall. Both . 
mal ::;ystem and the first I, buildings were donated byO.H.P. 
catcher's mask used in baseball. : Archer, a Summer resident of • 

The Centennial Year, 1876was I Allendale and an executive of the 
also the year .central Park was / New York and Erie Railroad. 
completed, the first free kinder- 1 "Back in those early days, . the ! 
garten established in New York · congregation got off easy," ·Mr. • 
City, Colorado became Ameri- · Brower stated, ''because there , 

. ca' s thirty-eighth state and Ruth- was no need for fund raising l 
1 erford B, Hayes was electeq drives. When the church was 
i President. . ' . <£' cor:ipleted at a cost of _$18,0~- , 

Frank W. Brower, generak incidentally, we have a bill da~ed , 
chairman of Archer's .$103,00~l 1 Aug. 23, 1875, showing that work- ~ 
fund raising drive, pointed ou~ the announcement of the churcMs ·i 
these historic parallels .to e rni}', compleJi<?n reads; . : .- ,' 
phasize how many years qf faitti.:. · ! " 'There will be no monj!.y~ 

l ~~~d~~~~:ce the. old c~urch has I s~ll~lt~d on- thls occa;lO~ ~-J 
' "The least we can do ~ow," , off the debt, as ther7 ts none.~ 

said · Mr. Brower, "is to fix it f 'I The whole of thesee)tpens.eshave 
f1P and pt.It it back into respectable l been met by a gentleman aft_e:t 

~ eWorking condition, so it can co"°' ,;.vhose parents .. tl}~,. ~hµrclf.,gf· 
, ~ue to .s_erve the _ co.mmuni~y." ·~.med, .a:nd whq •callS ,.lt ' a. Fr~ 

' · u~ 1 ""om f~ l to th id T o rJ ' 


