
Allendale library in 
__ ..,,, 

\ 

---...; I""' 11 
\').J"' dl 

,, 

\ ""' { 
\., 

'f 

t : 

Library, To~:~"! _lfave Grown; 
Tog2t.:1~2 in /..!!'enda e 

Turn of Century Found People Realizing 
Its Need-Today It Is j'irmly Established 

"I second the motion, l\ladame President! · Allendale 
neeqs a public library. But do uul let us forget 1.hat some
thing must be done < lJoL t our intolerable roads. Why! Onl:v 
Jai:it week my carriage sank 1.o U1e axle in a mudl10le up the 
litreet." 

Thus wa.s a noLion to give Allen· 

&. le a public library bracketed "ilh Build mg near the railroad station. 
JOa.d Improvements propo~cd at a where the weather brnten ' 'Allt·nr; le 
meeting o! the Village I mprovement Lllmin-. V.I.A." sign S\\·ung with the 
~ "'

0

' • "
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1
v " boJf r"r·ury ~.:o. wmcl · w . '~~G when the library 

J.Aule::; of 111.~n.:..<ic s 'vlll. . ill Ille I mol'ed into its own building at the 
horse and buggy days displayed int.crsertion of Franklin Turnpikr 
pra.ctical ideas on community n"~rl.< 
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"I second the motion, 1\rada me 
n eeds a pu ilic library. H 1l do 111 le i 
thing m us t be don« abou 1 ou r i 111 ler • 
Jabt week my carr ing13 s.a it k t u t li t· :i xl 1 
a; treet." 

I ' l' <':-;icl, 1 1 
1 1 'I 11cl a IP 

1Si'.t;..'.,l' tl lt:1J IC'

Jt• n 1;ul~ \\ ' It ,\ ' < l tl y 
in n 111111/ 10'1· 11p 1 ltc 

T h us was a n ouon t o give Allcn-
i:!B lt: a. publlc library brnckcted with Building n rn r th e rail n1;HI s t 1 ion , 
roa. lm prol'em ents propo,ed at a where the 11<'a lhet beu il'n "Alli !a le 
m e, ling o! t he Villa ge Improl' r men t 
Asi; d ation 1Parly a h alf centmy a go. 
+.& (1 -~ o t .A llenda le's VIA u 1 the 
horb~ and bug,;y d ays displayed 
pra ·t iC'al id,·,1s on com munity 1weds. 

In 1901 1 iute ria lized the li brary 
that Hemm ct from t he VIA m eet in g 
at the tum of the century. T he ~pon
aor was Mrs. Walter Spring. Her s up
poi ters \\ rre l\lrs. Stephen Va n Ho u
ten, Mrs. F rank Merrill, t.lrs. Wnllnce 
Carver an d l\!rs. F ra nk D rummond. 

Summer B <i.t nlers First Patrons 
T he firs t h ome of the Al!en t!;1le 

P ublic Libra ry, t.ben as now a n on
m unicipal opcrat;on , was in the frame 
:<trncture on the ea.st :ti de of Frank
lin Turnpike that has ser ve d various ly 
as boroug h ll.\11, pllblk school and 
America n Leg1 111 Community Cen te r. 

It was a period when Allendale 
' '!our h vurs f n.Jm the city by horse 
a•1d caniage," was a popular summer 
r esort . Sttnimer boarders were the 
u~w library' s principal patrons a nd 
t he llbrary '\\':13 open only during 
J une, July and August. "Ben Hur," 
.. T ile Rosary," ancl "The Awakening 
of Helena Ritchie," were amon g the 
cun cnt best se llers. 

Libra ry, V.l .I\ ." :s ig11 S I\ u ng will • t J1c 
wind un(il !!J2G "hen i ll<' ll l1r.1ry 
m m·cd inlu 1ls ov n lrn ilcltn~ al 111" 
lntnsec lion of l nrnk li n Tu1 11p1l." 
and Alltmcl . " A11 mtc, a hall lilc" k 
frem its fi r I h orn 

But the I mn i11~ po int in I il1 des
tiny of tlw ll brary OC'l'lll'l'Cc! 11 l!Jl !l 
when it wn.-; rl'org:in i ~ul .is the \l lt-n
dalc Librn 1y AS>lll'i a llon The 1 .rn~ i

Li on, rccor tll'cl l>v li L' 111' 11 ta L T a l
man , secr1 tary ! ro l c· m , L th r .'\pri! 
7, 1019, 1 •L'e lin· of t lie Vill a Im
provemen i Ass<J ia tion, appea rs 11 ll1 c 
minutes a , fo!lu\\s: 

"We, the 11nden.i gi1ed, cons I lutin g 
the library con1111 11 1,c of the Al ndale 
Library as s ut-ecrnr~ of the 1brary 
Committee ol' Ult' Village I i pro\ c -
mcnt Association. do llcrLby cc .sli tu1 c 
ourselles as t he Alkndale Library 
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T he neon-ligh t ·d "Big City" m ay be the n;, tion's n(':". e c~11 1 '" b ul 
ty1Ji ficd, for ex.nnple, by civic spi r it1 d li t tle Allendale in wh:1·. many 

Association, a n d h ert·by a"ree t J t ilue and energy in the interest of recreation and v.c, rare . 1 .. · !Jle 1 
tra nsfer to (he t rustt::<S of tl;c Allen- .,., o h- , 'I' p ub'L· ~'.)~"' b" t he .'.l!c::ic1a!e LibluTY /b. ,(;i<1tiou .... idl 
dale Library f\ S>vC1<lllllll, • ·' ci 1u: 11 ~;.·;~, by p~bli·~·s;bsci ipti~n in 1926. n was designed 1,y Allend:i!J .arC' 
and organizul according lo the al - r: ~ it was :t gif t from Mr. a nd :'.Irs. W m, c. Lee m I a40 . T l. bu1ld1. 
tached consti tution :rnd byl.·\\'S, 1Lc A \'~nu c. is a focal 1,o int of Allendale's res idential che.rm. In · phot• 
property a u I plunt of the Allcn rL le th e weather- beaten " library" sign first hung by the Village I 1 irnven 
Library as i now exi>ts." bu t obliterated by sun. snow and ra in of nearly a half century. '\L t h t 

The epoch.ti d ocumen t wns s igned 5cene witl1 Mrs. Lee, librar ian for 25 yea rs, ~eated a t her d esk Plctu 
T uday, ' ' ilh "Britannia Me11·s ," by Mrs. Wi llia m C. I ee who is tl1e Bob Wehner. 

"Th e Snake P 1L," and "This Side of pr<'sent librn n;,n , l\Irs W. E. Carn r, -------- - · 
Inn cence," listed among fi ction m ost Mi:;s Euna L Doly , Mrs. Will i. m m a rked "building fund" wa3 trans- I association members hope rnd. f 01 
]Jk(·ly to be sought by Allendale Li- Dewsna p, He1 ri et Li L. Tal m,1n, fered t o the r:ew associa tion to be · heliel'e wil eventually m :, ~ ~·w. ll ' 
bra ry pa trons young and old, t he Vil- J osephi ne As ten Ha n ct L. Zabr isl:i ', G. I .s Wan t "How to do t B o 
laJe I m provement Association is but Amy B. Hurd, Eliza .\!. B1 rger an! "re~erved for t he sam r· purpmr." 'The "But ne\'C:r mind a ll th i. hi~ to. 
a d im memory. All but a few of ils K ate L. Ha rris . I J I' some reason not $ l 04.4o " ·15 the nucleu.; of funds that . uff, youn g lady ," chirrup<. 1 Mrs 
ea rly m embers h a \'e passed on, but disclosed m t ile m111 u!es, "Kate I fm a nced the erec twn. 01 a h an dsome 1.,ho has been the acti\·e libra ry l 
their spirit survives. The trim, one Hanis" signed t .. r Mr5. De\1>nap as colorna l J.brary btuldme sel'en years 

1 
fu r nearly a quar ter cen tury . " 

story, red bri ck colonial libra ry build- well as her,l'i f. late:-, ta lk about what goes on in h er, 
ing in the center of town is a living T oday, in 1D4 6 Joe's barbe rshop I In 1923 the Library ,, 'sociatwn in- The doug h ty li ttle librarian 
memorial to the pion eering women occupies t lie prem ises cited in 1 he corpo1 a ted . Signers to 1 1e cerliflcate like the postman is undau. itcd 
who militantly championec! -commun- 1919 transft. of lilt> Lli rary·s "prop- of intorpora tion includ1 ti Edward G. rain , snow. etc , etc , a nc 11 11

0 
is k n< 

ity improvements in the "gas light" rrty and pl tt11t" in lllf Brau n B uild - Washburn, Albert L. Z~ lJrisk ie, Wil- Lo h a ve tl!e libra ry al ght on n i 
ua \\,hen women , as well as chilclrcn , 111g liarn C: . Lee. W. G . Z. C"itchley. Amy wlien nol even the h~rdiLs t J 
were supposed "to be scrn an<! not >rlJe minul rs siloll'rc! '.l c ~, 11 bal:rncr n . l lurd, Mary K. Ler. Henrietta L . loyer "· ill \'cnt urc funli '"as 1 
heard." of $G l.6U <PHI 11am ·d i 1 e foll1 . 1 T alman Georgian a. \'an J!o ut: 1. There is plenty to tell vI wh a t 

Turning l'oint in 1919 (,rustces of t l1e new llbr ,,ry a~soc1 l - Ca therine L. Ha rris a 1d Fann .e hi. on in the Allendale Lib:·a ry : ll • 
The library h a d a vicarious exis- (,ion: A. T on1a lin , Wiil iam C. Ler n11d Car ve r. Mr. Arthur T1 malin became aches. heartaches <>lld i.. L;lls i: 

fence for n early twenty yL·ars. Funds Mrs. Willi .. m D rwsnap for llHl'C president, l\! 1. Washb1 . n, vice pres - min gle. 
were lim ited. Quarters were cram ped . year terms; !\!rs . S lllason P ritcl11·•t. iclenl. llfr. Cri tch ley, treasm"r a nd G enerally speak ing Allen cl 
Moves were numerous. The need for G. W. Pottl'r, a n cl l\l rs. F . D. R . p, ll Cam1llc E. Wa tson, ~, cre tal') 'The reading preferencc

3 
paral:e l t he 

a school cloak room led to the li- oI Saddle Ri\ cr, t\\'O y<'a r terms: a1 .I Association moved to purch,1.;e the t ion 's. - F iction and nOl -fiction 
brary 's first dispossess from the orig- Mrs. W . Ca rwr, Dr. C Wooclruf f ar I Frank lin Turnpike site from W ill iam grea test demand closely follO\\~ 
inal Franklin T urnpike home. F or Mrs. W. L . Wa;cr of S,1ctd!. nil'e , H . a nd J ohn A. Mallinson fo r $2,000. one, two, three order 0 1 best se 
two years it opera ted in a store rented for one year. The Assoc iation was ge tting tired of throughout the cou ntry. R ight 
to the library committee of the Vil- Bui lding F und SlOIAO "having rents raised a nd otherwi.;e non-f ic tion is ge tting a heavy 
!age Improvement Associa tion by Library 1ilt ppo1 te rs b ad long dreamed being shoved a round by Lrndlords," from fo rmer service m en and wm 
community conscious J ohn Ackerman . of giving lhe town ih own buil cl111g. Mrs. Lee recalled th is wceJ: · "How to do it" volumes are in g 

Then the Lbrary people packed When the re tor~ 1niza ll,m occutrrtl Jn The 1923 lan d a cquisiti<'n u shered demand by the form er G . I.s wh o 
theit· books and moved to Allendale's 1 1919 the sum of $104 40 in t he trca ~- in a pei·iod of anguish C'cl activity concerned wit h h ome b uildin g, 
" fia t iron" building, the old Braun ury of the VI A library com mitlce ear cen tered on building construction. IL boning up on techrlcal s

1
.bjects r- ----------- was planned to design at c the proposed lated t o tbeir work. 

bu ild ing as the Allenda le Memor ia l Ma ny b:irrowers a re mr mbers 
Library as a t r ibute to Allendale the t hird generat ion of pat uns. T 
heroes of the -" ar . . . .world . wa r 1. parents had borrO'\·crs cads. T 
The pl· 11s optu:11s t1 cal ly anl 1c1pated grandpa• cnts, too . Nuwccn:i rs ~ 

·~' 

borough oid. Legal opimon. however ,) erally slow u p within the 11 ·~t co: 
t abooed borough suppor t. 'The Asso- of week~ of seltlmg in towu, to t 
ciation was on its own In financing out a card. 
its new build ing. The la t e Dr. P. C. 
Fisher of Ridgewood was saddled with 
the chairmanship of a building fund
raising campaign . 

lJ r. Fisher Queried Rc»idcnts 
Dr. F isher in a s tr mg ~ales lette r 

asking t he support < r residents 1n 
proYid ing funds to ~.i1·e the town a 
library of its own, pulled t hr towns
people on their sen imen ts towards 
makin:; the proposed building a "war 
memo:·ia l." The minutes of t he Asso
ciation do· not disclose the .rntcom e 
of Dr. Fisher's inquiry . Suffic ient to 
note t'1at the "Memarial" idea was 
aband ned. 

Dec mbetr 18, 1&'2 6 11as "inspection 
nigh t' of a library building t ha t skep
ti cs said "couldn't be built in a t 01rn 
like Allendale ." 

Architecturally the red bricl. build
ing beneath towe1ing maples at the 
cross roads of Allendale is a. focal 
point of the bustling town's charm. 
"Show me your public buildings, your 
schools and I'll tell you your town's 
character," community-wise experts 
declare. "Something about the ap
pearance of that delightful little li-
brary building Induced us to settle 
here," many Allendale newcomers ex
claim. 

'T'l1A.. Pi ft ).\'f sa.. n.nr t.ll w ina t.n t.hP li. 

F inances a Sore SJ,N t 
How about finances, l\1n . Lee '. 
Hmm! Maybe that one shoul 

have been asked. It's omewhat ' 
sore spot. Finan ces h " ven 'L chUI 
much in nearly fifty years . Inc1 
and outgo too near ly balanced. 
t ight squeeze from year t0 ·year, 
the Library is an entirely self ~ 

ported inslitution, ai:d is not a l 
of t he borough government. 
borough contributes $300 a nnu 
Membership dues of $1 a year 
nominal inc0me from book r e 
makes up most of the rcccip .s. U1 
New York Slate which matclles C< 
munity library expc1•scs, d 11lar 
dollar, the state of :!'cw J scy 1 
vide:s no fina ncial aiJ. 

"However, . • "Mrs. Lee •.x:casi1 
ally resorts to some of t he tricks 
the (librarians ) trade to obtain be 
beyond m eo.ns of the librn.n"s bud 
Librarians , it appears, have t l 
own "underground" and gr.1pcvin1 
which they learn where "a good r 
of this" or that high p1ice book n 
be required at a f raction or the r ct 
price. 

Lounging at one or the bit: walr 
tables In the spacious reo.dlng r o1 
bro sing tJuough one of the new I 
r".'.ih-rs. 1r ~111• nl 

----,.~: ... ==--........ ;a&i ... ,!Blii3·:i I :.:~ :oo 
-- ;!'_ --- - ' ' 

s-rmr :mra •unviJur~ 
OJQ(\lill<l.L 'l3\li11J.J. 
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T he neon-lighlccl "Big City" m ay be the n ation's 1wne cent, r, but An11·ric-a's bnc·kbone is the : mall 1own 
typified, for ex.1mple, by ciYic spirited Jillie Allc11d.dc in wi1'.cl1 mat y con·.111•111 ily or~,nizations gi1 1 freely of 
time and enerf.'1' in the interest or recreation ,11 1cl ,. ,•!fa re. NL>iabll' pro]• l ts the lov n library "opr rated pri-

II 

d 
e 

·\·~!e!y !oi· put '~'; g~od" by tr..c 1' ... l!endalc Llb1 .11y A .... \.Jl'i.ltiUll \',!.i..d '-' ~ ..... • l.h\.. c .. lrming bu:l ing .· uwn 
above, by pubJi,· subscript ion in 1926. It was de'i[;ned lJy Allernhle arl'hllvd William D . ll"Snap. The wing ,. the 
r !ght was a git t from l\Ir. and Mrs. Wm, C. Ll'c in l!H il. The built1111" at l•rankhn Turnpike a1 ' l All :· dale 
Avenue. Is a fl' ,•al point of Allenda le's residcnli.1! ch t< r n1 In llw phul o at the top kft Mr. and Mr· Lee cl1 ;play 
the we,ither-beaten "library" sign first hu ng· by 1 lle Vi II. ~ce I m 1'0l'rnw 11L AS'LlC'.alion in 1901. Its ll'gend i' all 
but obli tera ted by sun, snow and rain of nearly a half Cl'J tury. :.t the I •P ri ;~ hL 1s a typi cal " Li lm1ry ir; hl" 
scene with l\lrs. Lee, librarian for 25 years, seated at h e1 desk. I'idun·s by Herald -News staff photographer 
Bub \Vehner. 

a. .uu. 

,· on, Mrs. Sidney G eismcr, Mrs. 
Parnell Thomas, Mrs. Lee, and Fr~ r , 

11 marked "building fund" was trans
~. feretl to the new association to be e, 
ct " res~rred for the srune purpose." The 
>t $10·1 40 was the nucleus of funds that 
~ e fltrn11ced the erection of a h andsome 
1s coJ,1111<1 ! library building se1·en years 

lace:. 
1p In 1923 the Library Association in
e corporaled . Signers to the cert ificate 
- of incorporation included Edward G. 
- Washburn , Albert L. Zabriskie, Wil-

liam C. Lee, W. G. Z. Critchley, Amy 
r Il . Hurd, Mary K. Lee, Henrietta L. 
g Talm,rn. Georgiana Van Houten, 

1- Cat heril1e L. Hanis and Fannie M. 
d Can ,• r. Mr. Arthur Tomalin became 
•e pre, itlent, Mr. Washburn, 1·ice p rcs
t, ident , Mr. Critchley, treasurer and 
ll Canu lle E . Watson, secre tary. The 
li A&.octation mored to p urchase the 
d Fra11klin Turnpike site from William 

i ·, H. a nd J ohn A. Ma llinson for $2,000. 
The Absocialion was getting tired of 
"h,11 mg rents raised and otherwise 

·d being shoved a ro1111d by landlords," 
~ - i\lrs . Lee rceallcd 1 his week. 

1n Tlle 19:!3 la nd acquisition ushered r- in a period of a nguished activity 
tr centered on builclin g construction. It 
f- 11 as planned to cle~ignate the proposed 

buill!ing as the Allendale llfrmorial 
Library as a tribute to Allendale 
heroe> of the war . .. world 11·ar 1. 
The plans optimistically anticipated 
borough aid. Legal opinion, however, 
t abooed borough support. T he Asso
cia tiun was on 1 ts own in financing 
its new build ing. The late Dr. P. C. 
Fisher of Riclgell'ood was sadd led with 
the t hairmansh ip of a building fund-
raisi ng campaign. 

llr. l"i;hcr Qu cl"icd Residents 
D r. Fisher in a st rong sales letter 

askin ;\ the suppor t or r esidents 1n 
provi .l tng funds t o give the town a 
libra1 y of its own polled the towns
people on their srn liments towards 
making the proposed building a "war 
m emorial." The m11111tes of the Asso
ciation do · not disc lose the outcome 
of Dr. Fisher's inqui ry . Sufficient to 
note t hat the ··Memorial" idea was 
abandoned. 

Decembetr 18, 1&'26 was "inspection 
night" of a lib rary building that skep
tics sald "couldn't be built in a town 
like Allendale." 

Arch1tecturally the red brick build
ing beneath towerlng maples at the 
cross roads of Allendale is a focal 
point of the bustling town 's charm . 
"Show me your public buildings, your 
~chools and I 'll t ell you your town's 
charactt! r," community-wise experts 
ckclnre. "Something abou t the ap-
11cara11ce of that delightful litt le li
brary building il1ducccl us to settle 
here," many Allendale newcomers ex
claun. 
· The gift of a north wing to the 11-
brary building by Mr. and Mrs. Lee 

~. In !!l40 further enhances the library's 
'! structur<Ll charm and usefulness but, 

in a. 111.:nse, the building is st111 incom
plete. Architect William Dewsnap 
who dc,lgncd the building and cun

trlbuted a portion of his architect's 
<; !1.c; ns a .:onatlon, · provided for a 

compo.111lon wing on the south side of 
th~ buildm{? as well as a futur e large, 

1 oblong cxtc).s10n at the back. These, 

I 
nerdan. association m embers hope and fondly lhe h·i·se and bu •gy, un l!!,( htecl . 

belie l'e will e1·e nrually mate1 i.llize. 5lrcets. mud and the ( arryinr, of Jan- Library hours arc Monday and F 
G . l .s Wau t "11011 to 1lo il" Jloolls terns Jrnm December 1 !JrmP h JI larch. day afternoons from 3 to 5 and Mr 
"But ne1 er mind all th is J1 i,to1ical !'here 1rns li tlle varkl.v ancl little en- da~ nights from 7 to 9 p. 10 . t. 

stuff, young lady," chin u1,cd l\Irs. Lee tertain ncnt in those days. ·\ny good Lees \oluntcer_ library_ wo; .. ers . 
who has beLn the :::clil' l' library heacl I l1ook 1 .C[d1t a gFeat dea l." Today, how- I el ude l\frs. David Frazier, .J r ... l\l 
for nearly a quarter ce t 1 ury. "Lc·l's crer, I rnadenecl reading habit.< com- I Sprague, Mrs. Colburn, Mrs. W1ll1 
talk about •.iha t goes on in here." plicatl' !he problems of sma ll town De11·snap and Mrs. Ray Jones. 

The dougti ty li ttle lib rar ian who I libraries tlrn~ wnn t to cater acl r_'I Uatc- . ~II in all , the story 01 Allenda l 
like llie postman is u ncl .iunlcd b . ly to the spreaclmg demand o_r then· l!b1ary 1s the story of . lle1 dale 

· t l cl 1 . 1 ) borrowers, 11·hcn fun ds are virtually se lf. The mmutes of meel1 •1gs of a h ram, snow , e r. e c. an 11 10 1s rnoll'n t . · 
1 .1 . . fro7.cn at pre-11nr lev i: ls . cen lll Y are splashed wll 1 names 

to h ave t 1e h i rary al ight _on rn "11 ls Wh at? Cert~111 ly 11 ol! No com- men and women long idl: ilified wt 
when n ot e1 l'n the h '1rcltest br ,ok . . h . • 
l -11 f tl . 1 t pl.1 mts. said Mrs. Lee She ll'ould do t e to11 n s development fr m a ho: 
ov er 

11
·
1 

venture or 1
• i·. ns 11 · 1 · it ove~· aga in .. . if ncccsrnry. That and buggy hamlet of the Victor: 

The~·e ts plent ,. to tell_ of wh;rt ~ .. :·s "if n ecessary·· was 11 ncierscored the Era to an enviable residential N 
on m the Al k.rna le 1 t!J:-a ry · lw~u - l ·d ·t York s uburb of the atom1·c a e 
ach~s . h eartacl c•s and Iau ,,h.< illll':·- ·xny s 1e sai 1 · . g . 
min gle. L ibra ry Has 200 i\Jcmbcrs . It is the story of "the lit •le colon 

G 11 k . All 
1 1 . The Librarv now has a!J,1qt 200 

1 
library" on the corner ..• the st.ory enera y ~\}ea -111~ r1'c a e s - · - ·f· k 

d . f · 11 1 h 1:1cmbcr, who pay $ a rear clue~ 

1 

~aen ice, wor and sweat cf a sn; r ca 1110 pre erc 1i.·c3 pLLl'a e t ,, 11a- . " · , d f 
tion's . ." Fiction and 11011_fiction 1,1 I O , • tcers of the Assoc •ation al"'.' l\Ir. ~an o earnest workers, fo r Y< 
g-reatest dem,,nd cluse lv follo\is the \V t'ltam C . Lee, pre;>'.-lenl n11cl treas- ' h1ldren and grand children; a \I 

one two tlu-ce order 0·1 lx t sel'c,·; un r ; All 'r t L. Zabnsk1e. vice-pres- that the city fathers know practica 
thr~ugho't t t l 1 Hight 1 "'" id .i t; H . E. Syh·estor Buec h ner, sec- nothing about ; a work begun in Jo· 
11011 fl.c t· 

1 
. 
1
e clotun ry. rc t·1ry. Present lruslcl's include tlie these many years . 

- 1011 i ., gL' 111 ~ a llva ry pl· ,. . 
1 

V 
0 

J · 
1 from former :-,ndce 111cn ancl 11·omc, oil I' rrs l' JC \ . • , . Cr11c iley. Mrs. "I l\·ond t·r if we d •se rl'c ~o m u' 

D. \'./. F· 7icr. J 1 .. Kenneth E. nt.,.gc1 ha1' acd to us on a :o!lyer platle· 
'.\Irs Hilci,1 Sp 1 · ~glh', Ray Jones, \fr~. I murmured an Allendalian on hear ir 
David M. Colb_urn , Mrs. J. W. Jack- the story. 

'll (lw to do it' \Olun1 ·s a.re 1.1 i.::n 
C.:en mnd by the form er G. I.s Y. l o un 
concerned \Yi1 h home building , nr 
boning up on trchniral ~ub j1 ,.,~ re
lated to their 11 ork. 

l\lany bo1ro11·crs an· m em1J1 rs of 
the llnrd ge1wrat10n of patron:-. Tl1eir 
parents had borrowers ca1 cl~. 1 ht-ir 
grandparents, t ":.. NewrcnH' rs gen - I 
erally show up 11 ith in the first co·1plc 
of weeks of settling in 1011 n, to 1 ke 
out a ca rd . 

l ' inances a Sore Svo t 

"How about finances, 1111 :; . Lee ? 
Hmm! l\foybe that one shouldn't 

h ave been a~ked. It's somewhat of a 
sore spot. Fina nces hnen't changed 
much in nearly fift y years. I n,·1 me 
and outgo too nearly balanced. A 
tight squeeze 1 rom year to year, <o r 
the Library i ' an enure ly ~df s; ,>
ported institlll ·n, a n :I is I. lit a 1 .. 1rt 
of the borou 1 go1·ernn ent. The 
borough conu butes $300 annually. 
l\fembership d u of $1 a year and 
nominal incom from book renta l 
makes up most f the receipts. Unl1Iw 
New York StatL which matchl'S com
munity library expens 'S, doll.1r for 
dollar, the stat. of NL : J ersvy pro
vides no finam :al aid. 

"However, .. "l\Irs. Lee occasion
ally resorts to some 01 the tricks of 
the (librarians) trade lo obt~dn books 1 
beyond means 01 the l brary's budbct. I 
Librarians, it a . µea rs. ha\"e thlir 
own "undergrou11cl" ai. cl grapevi ne by 
which they learn where "a good copy 
of this" or tha t high price book ma;, 
be required at a frnc 1lon of the retail 
price. 

Lounging at one or the big wallrnt 
tables in the bJ .. tcious reading r oom, 
browsing through one of the new best 
sellers, or some old-time fa vor l t.e, or 
poring over some of the current per
iodicals and magazines, it is not easy 
to associate the Allendale library of 
1946 and jet pro[, 1lslon, a tomic bombs 
and "The Hu"k ,tcr," \\ ilh is prim
itive prcdcce>sor of 1901. 

"And fony years is a. long time to 
run an institution of this kind," Mrs. 
Lee observed. "Patticula.rly to run it 
on a. shoe stnug. It was ~ 11 nghl may
be, two score years ago in the days 
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