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Mrso 'f!Ve Hate To See 
By GRACE ARCHER scarcely ever r e main ed in the Ji-

ALL ENDA LE Mrs. Hilda brary. 
Sp rague, checking out of Memori- Was Volunteer 
al Library this week after 14 years Mrs. Sprague's experience in ob-
a s town librarian , had some r eas- serving and catering to th e Jiter::i ry 
suring words for parents of youth- appetites of Boroug h residents of 
ful tel evision fans. all ages pre-dates 1953 when the 

The "one-eyed monster" in the town took the library over and she 
living room definitely isn' t extin- became a paid librarian. She had 
guishing the appeal of good books earlier served as a volunteer when 
?r relegating_ reading "for fun" the facility was opera ted by a 
mlo the ash-pit of lost arts. On the I library as<ocia tion. I 
c on trn_ry, sl _ ' ' 1 ~unH' And stil l earli e r, in 1942 wh en 
wa' s 1 \' has spa rked reading. I she firs t came to Allendale her 

a mp!·· : ~. a r a mal1zal1on of "Rab- like T op<:y." J 

I'requently, child'.e n have seen genui ne love of books and r ~: clin f' 
s nnwth1n" on kl·\;• 'l anti th l'n l»ad her straioht to the libra r y 
C<111 ·t 11a1t to come into U1e lib ra ry .

1

wh icil ~ h.e has ~ i .nce see n - alon g 
~o ge t the ~ook, she said, For ex- with the borough itse lf - "growed 

b1l Hill, a chilt' .i s Lory by The 1942 vinta g e Jibrarv was a l-
E R obe rt La wson , was a ired anJ most p1·im iti1L ," J\1rs. S1)r:i nuc re
·E "11·l:d do1~e;, too.'.' . Since tl:at time, j call e d •Lh very frw chfid1·cn' s 
~ Mr,;. Sp1 ao ue said, th~ il•JUk has I 1ks. The budget the n 11.is , ... r v 
·5 b een in great d emand and has I limited and s ince the public school I 
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had a library. the empha s is was 
on adult reading m atter. 

Mrs. Sprague 's prcdecesor was 
l\'lrs. William Lee, librari an for 
many years and who, with her hu s
band, con tributed immeasurably 

to th e loca l library. (To the pres- Raft of Changes 
ent building erected on Franklin J A great man::, cha nges have 
Turnpike in 1926 ,th e Ma r y K. Lee taken place at the library since 
room was added in the 1930s, al- the town took it over 11 yeu rs a go, 
most doub ling the shelf and floor Mrs. Sprague sai d. The building 
s pace of the library.) had previously had a coal-burning 

.,..,,.,,,...,,..._..,....,,,,.,,,.,.._......,,,..,,....,.w.,,..,,.,. ......... ..,.. ...... ..,.. ..... __ ......,....,._....,..,....,.....,,., ,....,._.,.,".,,,_..,.,....,,., furn ace , grey ce men t floors and 
1 no Ja\'ator \' faci lities, all of wh icll 

,.,..~~~ -~ I came in r'or immediate atte ntion. 
.p· .; . . . 1--:~ Although the r e was not too great 

i / " · <:~;~ .. ·1 a budger unde r wh ich to ope rate 
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at firs t, this was g radu~·ll·· ;_,_ 
~ creased and w llli n, the chila ren s 

section wa s built up . Other a r ea s 
wc r <: t:x pa nd cd as well. 

I The boruL~· ' 1's ph r> nn"' ". : 1 grO\\' t h - curn.:nL 1 ,~..1.3t i o n l:; 

l
. more th an 6.000. almos t triple th ut 
_ of Hl-12 - i ·~t::e aga in Ci.:!,_ 
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· 11 1.o r _1 r y to bul~e a J1-! 1 ~ 2t t:> · 
c::e c:. ms. I\1r~. Spra ~ue ~ .... l. r ·~ '-It";:! 
tk1t thi s \ ea:· '1 cunsu ltan t J13s 
hl'l' n hi1·ed - both to m a ke :i , ~ 
of prc· ~t: n t fac ili l il's a;1d Ltd\ i-". 
wh at is needed based on prc·~i:'--: 
P' pulation. 

• ··::r~~~ , . 
I Pl:innin !:! f •r "'";'.1"·'···i f 1c:':t'" 

h:i s l1 en .. in th~ works'' for 
r. ' ........ 
\ ..... 
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HAPPY ANTICI PATION of retirement is not wi1li.:u1 a 11ng? of 
sadness for Mrs. Hilda Sprague as she empties her desk at All t' n
dalc '1° n! nr ial Library. The town's librarian for 11 , . ,., s l; p 

has 11 :itched both Allendale and its nu1:1Jl'r ol read~rs grn11 by 
lea ps and bounds. 
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'' 1 past SE'Vera l vears and add"r1 hPr 
' su ~g "'5- ti rr1::: 3: ...... , 2r ' = ..... e. ba~i:: 
her expPri ence , di.:ring that t i:ile . 

1 Tlv• coming expansion p rogr:-- r-' 
I and tlw in1,. ' .. ,,,rl excir em --·• • 

,.,.~:-c l1ing it d l \ \... itJ 
\.11·, ~' ·- '1f 1 P P·s r eluct:-i n ce to k•:-:,\ ... 
t.i :"·'dPI~ . 11 11 , '· <i:1ce hc·1· ht:' · 

h1"! ;1 r1 . Au~tin, rPti1·Li on ~>J.1 ~-:, 1 
8 f' • 1 ~ ) , . ... ., r s a.::: cP1 audi t0r \\ i(~ 
th ~ Susqu· . 111 "' r 

, pl<'lns a1·c for m m·ing into th ·1r 
n1'•.v w'nt ::- ri ·~cd summ e r hom e in 

t f1 ·d, •· iJ1 Pa. 
I Hri·v dee's ,11 • i) 1 1'1 tt) f it!. b . -
t inH' ~f l f' · l·uc h bus \· ·1" .:-- ! :· t:.~· 
p ~L...,t rn 1-·, h·1...:~ , ...... ~·rs? -

I R c acl i!'~ . ·or t:'ourse 
p ... 1.,;,,'! rut in th- " '1·Ji-r 1i l'.~1-1•·\· 

of '! .S!li[l;j plv1·· • .i.· ... , C'1 l ~1'11 l! -

ni 1:.·. fc1 r n11t' th i ri g_· :ind th' ... 
11~g . of Cllll :-:·""'. ..:::.li' .l j _ Afte r 
'""'1~ .. , \ .. ·~lr...; n~ 1,1 \ n.c. to d,., .. sJ 
t:ll.1.... ' , ..... ; '.., . ~ ..,n to 

( Pl:-ase T•1.., to P-ig _ ii) 


